Effects of radiotherapy to the jaws. I: The scale of the problem.
Cancer care has become one of the main targets of the National Health Service in England and with cancer patients surviving longer, it is likely that head and neck cancer patients will make up a large proportion of patients seen within secondary care settings in the future. The management of these patients can be very difficult for a number of reasons. Part one of this paper attempts to highlight the major oral health problems encountered by these patients during and after their cancer treatment and supported by the current literature. Part two of this series will address the dental management of head and neck oncology patients undergoing radiotherapy with particular attention of possible improvement to current management strategies for these patients.